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1. INTRODUCTION

To date, the development of an effective method of
synthesis of endohedral fullerene complexes and nano-
tubes remains a priority in the chemistry of nanostruc-
tures. There are now a number of ways to prepare such
nanostructures: (1) high-temperature synthesis in a car-
bon plasma [1, 2], (2) processing of carbon nanostruc-
tures by H

 

2

 

 and He gases under high pressure [3, 4], (3)
irradiation of carbon nanoclusters by ion beams of suf-
ficiently high energies (30–40 eV or more) [5, 6], and
(4) radioactive decay of some elements [7].

For the case of irradiation of fullerite by Li

 

+

 

 ions, the
chemical yield of synthesis is about 30% [6], whereas
in all other cases the output is much lower (0.1–0.01%
or less). The endohedral or exohedral complexes with
other atomic species (for example, atoms of alkaline
metals) often result in significant changes in the chem-
ical properties and structures of carbon nanoclusters (in
particular, due to the formation of various polymers [8]
because of the appearance of carbon anion radical
forms during metal oxidation by fullerene molecules).

Earlier, the potential barrier to the penetration of a
proton into a fullerene molecule was calculated by

quantum-chemical PRDDO and DFT methods [9]
(3.8 eV) as the difference between the total energies of
a neutral C

 

60

 

H molecule (hydrogen covalently bonded
to one of the carbon atoms on the external side of the
C

 

60

 

 molecule) and a neutral transition complex where
the proton is at the center of a relaxed carbon hexagon.
The potential barriers for a He atom have been calcu-
lated by the molecular mechanics method (9.4 eV) [10],
semiempirical MNDO method [11] (11.5 eV), or using
the second-order Meller–Plesset perturbation theory
(MP2) with the 6-31G** basis set [12] (10.7 eV for the
C

 

6

 

H

 

6

 

 molecule). In [13], molecular-dynamics simula-
tion of the penetration of a Li

 

+

 

 ion was performed using
a DFT potential and it was shown that, for this particle,
the barrier height to the penetration into a fullerene
polyhedron is below 5 eV.

An immediate reason for the high penetration poten-
tial of some ions and atoms through a carbon network
and, hence, a low chemical yield of the synthesis can be
the electronic 

 

π

 

 system of carbon nanostructures, which
tends to form new covalent bonds at the external side of
these objects. Hence, the best way to lower this poten-
tial barrier could be to neutralize this system by satura-
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Abstract

 

—The mechanisms of inelastic scattering of low-energy protons with a kinetic energy of 2–7 eV by
C

 

6

 

H

 

6

 

, C

 

6

 

F

 

12

 

, C

 

60

 

, and C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 molecules are studied using the methods of quantum chemistry and nonempirical
molecular dynamics. It is shown that, for the C

 

6

 

H

 

6

 

 + proton and C

 

60

 

 + proton systems, starting from a distance
of 6 Å from the carbon skeleton, the electronic charge transfer from the aromatic molecule to H

 

+

 

 occurs with a
probability close to unity and transforms the H

 

+

 

 ion into a hydrogen atom and the neutral C

 

6

 

H

 

6

 

 and C

 

60

 

 mole-
cules into cation radicals. The mechanism of interaction of low-energy protons with C

 

6

 

F

 

12

 

 and C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 mole-
cules has a substantially different character and can be considered qualitatively as the interaction between a neu-
tral molecule and a point charge. The Coulomb perturbation of the system arising from the interaction of the
noncompensated proton charge with the Mulliken charges of fluorine atoms results in an inversion of the ener-
gies of the electronic states localized, on the one hand, on the positively charged hydrogen ion and, on the other
hand, on the C

 

6

 

F

 

12

 

 and C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 molecules. As a result, the neutral molecule + proton state becomes the ground
state. In turn, this inversion makes the electronic charge transfer energetically unfavorable. Quantum-chemical
and molecular-dynamics calculations on different levels of theory showed that, for fluorine derivatives of some
aromatic structures (C

 

6

 

F

 

12

 

, C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

), the barriers to proton penetration through carbon hexagons are two to four
times lower than for the corresponding parent systems (C

 

6

 

H

 

6

 

, C

 

60

 

). This effect is explained by the absence of
active 

 

π

 

-electrons in the case of fluorinated molecules.
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tion carbon–carbon double bonds, for example, by flu-
orination. At present, of all the known derivatives of the
C

 

60

 

 fullerene, the C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 compound is the most fluori-
nated [14]. The electronic structure of C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 has been
studied experimentally by photoelectron spectroscopy
[14] and theoretically by the 

 

ab initio

 

 6-31G method
[15].

2. ATOMIC AND ELECTRONIC STRUCTURES
OF C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 AND DETAILS 
OF THE CALCULATIONS

A C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 molecule has S

 

6

 

 symmetry (the Schlegel
diagram for a C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 molecule is shown in Fig. 1) [14].
There are three types of carbon hexagons in its atomic
skeleton: two hexagons with six fluorine atoms each,
twelve hexagons with five fluorine atoms each, and six
hexagons with four fluorine atoms each. There are also
two types of carbon pentagons: with five fluorine atoms
(six pentagons) and with three fluorine atoms (six pen-
tagons). Single carbon–carbon bonds are divided into
four types (as shown by calculations using the 

 

ab initio

 

6-31G* method): 1.49, 1.54, 1.56, and 1.59 Å. The
length of six double carbon–carbon bonds is 1.31 Å and
the length of a fluorine–carbon bond is 1.34 Å.

The mechanisms of the interaction of low-energy
protons (2–7 eV) with aromatic C

 

6

 

H

 

6

 

 and C

 

60

 

 mole-
cules (carbon nanostructures (CNS)) and with their flu-
orine derivatives C

 

6

 

F

 

12

 

 and C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 (fluorinated carbon
nanostructures (FCNS)) were investigated using the
methods of quantum chemistry and molecular dynam-
ics. To better understand the role of the 

 

π

 

 system in the
mechanism of inelastic proton scattering, we studied
the potential barriers to the penetration of a helium
atom through the carbon skeleton of CNS and FCNS.

The atomic and electronic structures of the above
molecules with protons and helium atoms at different
positions were calculated by the semiempirical PM3

method and the nonempirical 

 

ab initio

 

 6-31G* method
in the approximation of the unrestricted Hartree–Fock
method (UHF) using the Gaussian code [16]. The opti-
mization of the geometry was performed by the method
of analytical gradient of the total electron energy. All
potential barriers were calculated with allowance for
the basic-set superposition error (BSSE). The potential
curves for the interaction of a proton with optimized
CNS and FCNS were calculated as functions of the dis-
tance between the proton and the center of the carbon
hexagon lying strictly normal to the direction of motion
of the H

 

+

 

 ion. The penetration of low-energy protons
through carbon hexagons and pentagons was simulated
by the method of molecular dynamics using the UHF
PM3 (MD/PM3) and 

 

ab initio

 

 6-31G* (MD/6-31G*)
potentials.

The applicability of one-determinant wave func-
tions to the description of the electronic structure of
fullerenes and their derivatives was confirmed earlier in
[17]. An analysis of the UHF wave function for differ-
ent proton positions with respect to the carbon skeleton
of C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 has shown that the spin contamination to the
wave function vanishes in a wide range of distances (0–
5 Å). At chemically significant distances from the pro-
ton to the center of the carbon hexagon (from 0 to 6 Å),
the energy difference between the HOMO and LUMO
levels of the C

 

60

 

 + proton, C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 + proton, C

 

6

 

H

 

6

 

 + pro-
ton, and C

 

6

 

F

 

12

 

 + proton systems varied from 5 to 8 eV
(depending on the method, system, and distance); this
might also argue for the applicability of one-determi-
nant wave functions to the description of such pro-
cesses. It should be specially noted that, because of the
presence of a noncompensated positive charge in the
systems under study, the occupied valence electron lev-
els are displaced to lower energies to a much greater
degree than the unoccupied levels and the number of
electrons is always even (according to the condition of
the problem). Calculations show that, in all cases, the
electronic states are actually doubly occupied (because
the orbitals with spin up and spin down in the UHF
method have close energies and have the same charac-
ter of spatial distribution) and, therefore, the electronic
shells are closed.

The unrestricted Hartree–Fock method was chosen
for the description of the electronic structure of such
dynamic systems with a proton because the restricted
Hartree–Fock method (RHF, or ROHF in the case of
open electronic shells) and various versions of the DFT
method incorrectly describe the self-interaction of an
electron in the hydrogen 1

 

s

 

 orbit (in these methods, the
hydrogen 1

 

s

 

 eigenvalues are ~6–8 eV, whereas the
experimental value of the ionization potential and the
UHF-calculated value are equal to approximately –13.5
eV; Table 1). This feature of the RHF and DFT methods
does not make it possible to correctly describe the ini-
tial (at infinity) electronic state of the systems C

 

6

 

F

 

12

 

 +
proton and C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 + proton, which is formally excited:
the hydrogen 1

 

s

 

 state with an energy of about –13.5 eV

 

Fig. 1.

 

 Schlegel diagram for a C

 

60

 

F

 

48

 

 molecule. Circles
denote fluorinated carbon atoms.
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is unoccupied, and the HOMO level in CNS/FCNS
with an energy higher than –12 eV is occupied. The
results from calculating both the atomic and electronic
structures of the systems under study agree well with
the experimental data from [18].

The initial state of the “carbon nanostructure plus
proton” system (proton–target molecule distance 

 

R

 

H

 

 =
–

 

∞

 

) is unstable and excited: the low-energy proton at
infinity and the neutral molecule as a target (Fig. 2).
Due to the substantial energy difference (6 eV for the
proton + CNS system and 1.3 eV for the proton + FCNS
system; Table 1), an electron transition should occur
from the occupied electronic states of the carbon nano-
particle to the unoccupied 1

 

s

 

 state of the positive hydro-
gen ion (which is essentially a proton) as the proton
approaches the carbon nanostructure sufficiently
closely (Fig. 2). For the systems H

 

+

 

 + CNS and H

 

+

 

 +
FCNS (with the proton moving along the 

 

Z

 

 axis to the
center of the carbon hexagon bonded to six fluorine
atoms and oriented normal to the direction of the proton
motion), we can write (in the first order of perturbation
theory)

(1)

Here,  and  are the Hamiltonians of the unper-
turbed electronic systems of the proton (having an
unoccupied 1

 

s

 

 orbit) and of the carbon nanostructure
and 

 

R

 

H

 

 is the radius vector of the proton, which is par-
allel to the proton velocity and whose length 

 

|

 

R

 

H

 

|

 

 =

 is equal to the distance between the proton
and the center of the carbon hexagon distance. The time

 

t changes from –∞ to 0; – (RH)/(2mp) is the operator

of the proton kinetic energy;  is the proton kinetic
energy (~10 eV in our case); and Ve(RH) and VN(RH) are
the operators of the Coulomb perturbation for the elec-
tronic and nuclear subsystems, respectively, describing
the interaction of the uncompensated charge of the pro-
ton (H+) with the Mulliken charges of the atoms of CNS
or FCNS.

Modern nonempirical molecular dynamics [19]
describes the motion of nuclei only for potential sur-
faces satisfying the Born–Oppenheimer approxima-

tion, for which one can write the relation  �

, where  is the electron kinetic energy and
mp and me are the proton and electron masses, respec-
tively. With regard for the relation between the masses
mp/me ≅ 2 × 103 and the average kinetic energy of the

valence electrons (  ~ 1–10 eV), this approximation
can be applied to the description of the interaction of
low-energy protons with matter if the proton kinetic

H H0
H

H0
CN

Ve RH( )
∇p

2 RH( )
2mp

-------------------– V N RH( ).+ + +=

H0
H

H0
CN

t 2EK
p
/mp

∇p
2

EK
p

2EK
p
/mp

2EK
e

/me EK
e

EK
e

energy is no less than  ~ 102–103 eV. In our case,

 ≤ 10 eV.

In the case where the kinetic energy is below this
limit, we can separate the electronic and nuclear parts
of Eq. (1). For the electronic part, in the first order of
perturbation theory, we can write

(2)

(3)

where (RH) and (RH) are the excited electron
energy eigenvalues corresponding to the unperturbed

value  (the energy of an unoccupied hydrogen 1s

level) and to the unperturbed value  (the HOMO
level of CNS/FCNS) localized on the proton and on the
carbon nanocluster, respectively. For C60 and C60F48,

we have  = –7.6 and –12.3 eV, respectively (the
experimental values can be found in [18] and [14]; see
Table 1).

Qualitatively, we can interpret the interaction of a
low-energy proton with carbon (fluorine–carbon) nano-
clusters in terms of perturbation theory. Disregarding
the effects of orbital overlap, we can write the perturba-
tion operator of the electronic system as

(4)

where rH, rC, and rF are the radius vectors of the elec-
tronic wave functions belonging to the hydrogen, car-
bon, and fluorine ions, respectively; VH(rH) =

 +  operates only on the

rH coordinate of the electron wave function (NC and NF
are the numbers of carbon and fluorine atoms in the sys-

tem, respectively); VC(rC) =  operates

on the rC coordinate; and VF(rF) = 

operates on the rF coordinate. The vectors  and 

EK
p

EK
p

εH' RH( ) εH
0 ∆εH RH( ),+=

εCN' RH( ) εCN
0 ∆εCN RH( ),+=

εH' εCN'

εH
0

εCN
0

εCN
0

Ve RH( ) V
H rH( ) V

C rC( ) V
F rF( ),+ +=

qC

rH RC
i

–
---------------------

i

NC∑–
qF

rH RF
j

–
---------------------

j

NF∑

1

rC
i RC

i
+

----------------------
i 1=

NC∑–

1

rF
j RF

j
+

---------------------
j 1=

NF∑–

RC
i RF

j

Table 1.  Theoretical (calculated under the approximation of
the Coopmans theorem) and experimental ionization poten-
tials of H, C60, and C60F48 (in electronvolts)

Object UHF PM3 Ab initio 
UHF/6-31G* Experiment

H 13.1 13.6 13.6

C60 9.5 7.6 7.6 [18]

C60F48 14.2 13.8 12.3 [14]
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are directed from the proton to the carbon and fluorine
atoms, respectively, and their lengths (for the nearest

six neighbors) are  =  and  =

. The geometrical parameters A =
1.4 Å, B = 1.1 Å, and C = 2.4 Å are determined by the
features of the atomic structure of the object; qC and qF

RC
i

RH
2

A
2

+ RH
j

RH B–( )2
C

2
+

are the Mulliken charges of the carbon atoms (qC is zero
for C6H6 and C60 and is equal to ~0.1 for C6F12 and
C60F48) and fluorine atoms (qF ~ –0.1).

The interaction VN(RH) between the uncompensated
proton charge and the Mulliken charges of the atoms of
the target molecule also contributes to the energy of the
system. For nonfluorinated structures, we have
VN(RH) = 0, since the carbon Mulliken charges are zero.
For fluorinated molecules (C60F48, C6F12), the quantity

VN(RH) =  –  describes the contri-

bution to the energy due to the interaction of the Mul-
liken charges of the carbon and fluorine atoms with the
uncompensated proton charge.

The electronic structure of the system in the initial
state of the process (neutral target molecule + proton at
infinity) is quasi-excited (the energy of the unoccupied
H1s state is –13.6 eV, and the energy of the HOMO
level of the target molecule is higher than –12 eV;
Table 1). As the proton approaches the target molecule,
this excited state must decay with the emission of a
photon and charge transfer via the electron transition
from the target molecule to the proton or with the gen-
eration of molecular vibrations. The probability of one-
electron dipole transition from the occupied orbital
ϕCN(rCN) localized in the CNS/FCNS to the ϕH(rH)
orbital (the unoccupied hydrogen 1s orbital) can be
written as [20]

(5)

where LT = 〈 (rCN)|r | (rH)〉, r is the dipole transi-
tion operator, and the transition energy is �ω =

(RH) – (RH).The matrix element LT ≠ 0 if the
overlap integrals for this system SH–CN = 〈ϕH |ϕCN〉 ≠ 0
and |RH | > 0 (this condition is satisfied if the system has
no mirror symmetry; this is the case for a substantial (of
about 1 a.u.) separation between the proton and the cen-
ter of the carbon hexagon). At large distances RH
(Fig. 2), the overlap integrals vanish. Our ab initio
UHF/6-31G* calculations show that, starting from a
distance of ~6 Å from the center of the carbon hexagon
(RC < 6.3 Å, RF < 5.8 Å), the overlap integrals vary from
0 to 0.5. In this interval, r(RCN) is equal to several ang-
stroms; therefore, wT ≈ SH–CN. The results obtained by
the PM3 method show that, in the case of C60F48, at a
distance of 6 Å, we have ∆εH = 0.1 eV and ∆εCN =
−1.4 eV (  = –13.5 eV,  = –13.7 eV). Thus, at dis-
tances of ≤6 Å, the C60F48 + proton configuration
becomes the ground state of the system and the fluori-
nated carbon nanostructure interacts with a proton as
does a neutral molecule with a point charge.

For a low-energy proton (~2 eV), the transit time for
a distance of 6 Å is T = 5 × 10–14 s (for the C60 + proton
system with RH < 6 Å, the number of periods of the

qC

RC
i

----------
i

NC∑ qF

RF
j

---------
j

NF∑

wT 2 LT
2
/ �ω( )2

,=

ϕCN' ϕH'

εCN' εH'

εH' εCN'

H+

C60F48

E, eV

–12.3

C60

–13.5

–13.7

C60F48 R = 6 Å H+

WT > 0

H+

–13.6

WT = 0

(b)
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C60F48

C60 R = 6 Å H+

WT > 0
H+

WT = 0

–13.6 –13.6

–8.7
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–7.6

H+

(a)

Fig. 2. Schematic representation of the interaction of a low-
energy proton with (a) C60 and (b) C60F48 molecules. On

the right, the unperturbed eigenvalue  of the hydrogen ls

orbital and, on the left, the unperturbed eigenvalue  of

the carbon nanoparticle are shown. At the center, perturbed
eigenvalues  and  are shown. WT is the probability

of charge transfer from the carbon nanoparticle to the pro-
ton. Over the distance range 0–6 Å in the case of C60 mole-
cules, WT varies from 0 to 1. In the latter case, the C60 mol-
ecule becomes a cation radical with the singly occupied

(rCN) state and the proton becomes a hydrogen atom

with the singly occupied (rH) state. In the case of the

C60F48 molecule, charge transfer is suppressed due to the

condition  < .

εH
0

εCN
0

εCN
' εH'

ϕCN
'

ϕH'

εCN
' εH'
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electronic transition from the occupied state ϕCN(rCN) to
the unoccupied state ϕH(rH) (Fig. 2) is 102–103). For
C60, we have ∆εH = 0 (the Mulliken charge of carbon

atoms is zero) and ∆εCN = –1.15 eV (  = –13.6 eV,

 = –8.7 eV). In this case, the transition frequency ω
is 1016 s–1; therefore, the total transition probability
from the molecular level to the unoccupied H1s state
(with regard for the number of periods of the electronic
transition) is close to unity. The lifetime of the excited
electronic state (τ ~ 5 × 10–15–3 × 10–15 s) can be esti-
mated from the experimental width of the photoelec-
tron spectra (0.2–0.3 eV for C60 [21, 22] and C60F48

[14]; Fig. 3). This lifetime is an order of magnitude
shorter than the proton transit time of the distance of
6 Å at which the overlap integral between the wave
functions of the carbon nanoparticle and the proton
becomes nonzero. Based on these estimations, we may
assert that the aromatic molecules (C60, C6H6) interact
with a low-energy proton as do positive ion radicals

( , C6 ) with a radical (neutral hydrogen atom).
This will certainly facilitate the formation of a new
covalent carbon–hydrogen bond on the external side of
the carbon nanoparticle.

Both theoretical quantum-chemical methods (UHF
PM3 and ab initio UHF/6-31G*) correctly describe the
initial FCNS + proton state, since the first ionization
potential of C60F48 is overestimated (Table 1) and,
therefore, the H1s state in the C60F48 + proton system
remains unoccupied and all C60F48 levels are occupied.
This feature allowed us to perform molecular-dynamics
simulation of the interaction of protons with FCNS
(C6F12 and C60F48) using both the semiempirical and
nonempirical quantum-chemical potentials. For com-
parison, we performed a molecular-dynamics simula-
tion of the interaction of protons with aromatic carbon
molecules (C60, C6H6) with one difference: to avoid an
error in describing the initial state (neutral molecule +
proton at infinity), the initial distance between the pro-
ton and the carbon nanoparticle was chosen to be 2 Å.
Thus, we assumed that, at this distance, the electron
from the carbon nanoparticle has already passed to the
proton with the formation of a hydrogen atom. We used
the MD/PM3 and MD/UHF 6-31G* methods to simu-
late the interaction of a proton with C6H6 and C6F12 and
only the MD/PM3 method to simulate the interaction
with C60 and C60F48 molecules.

To check the correctness of the calculations of the
electronic structure by both methods, we compared the
theoretical density of electronic states obtained using
the UHF PM3 and ab initio UHF/6-31G2 methods with
the experimental photoelectron spectrum of C60F48

molecules [14] (Fig. 3) (results from comparisons of
the theoretical and experimental spectra of other inves-
tigated molecules (C6H6, C6F12, C60) can be easily

εH'

εCN'

C60
+

H6
+

found in the literature). We see that the theoretical cal-
culations reproduce well the experimental data.

3. DISCUSSION

The potential curves for the interaction of a proton
with C60F48 and C60 molecules calculated by the UHF
PM3 and ab initio UHF/6-31G* methods are shown in
Fig. 4. The distance RH was measured from the proton
to the center of the carbon hexagon (completely fluori-
nated in the case of C60F48) lying on the trajectory of the
moving proton. The solid line shows the results
obtained by the ab initio UHF/6-31G* method, and the
dotted line corresponds to the UHF PM3 method. The
closed triangle (the ab initio UHF/6-31G* method) and
the open triangle (the UHF PM3 method) at infinity
(R = –∞) denote the total energy of the system in the
initial state (neutral C60F48 and C60 molecules). Closed
(the ab initio UHF/6-31G* method) and open (UHF
PM3 method) squares denote the total energy of the
system of the optimized H–C60  complex (with the
hydrogen placed at the center of the carbon hexagon,
R = 0, and the hydrogen covalently bonded to an sp2

carbon inside the carbon polyhedron, R = 5 Å) and the

F48
+

24 20 16 12 8
Energy, eV

PES
experiment

UHF PM3

C60F48

UHF 6-31G*
Ab initio

D
O

S,
 a

rb
. u

ni
ts

Fig. 3. Experimental photoelectron spectrum (solid line)
[14] and the results of the ab initio UHF/6-31G* (circles)
and UHF PM3 (triangles) calculations for the total density
of states of the C60F48 molecule.
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H–  complex (with the hydrogen covalently bonded
to an sp2 carbon outside the C60 molecule, R = –1 Å).

For the C60F48 + H+ system, the potential curves are
typically smooth and do not exhibit high potential bar-
riers or wells outside the carbon nanostructure or at the
wall, whereas for the C60 + H+ system two deep poten-
tial wells outside the carbon nanostructure, correspond-
ing to the initial state (a neutral C60 molecule, R = –∞)
and to the hydrogen covalently bonded to a carbon
atom (R = –1 Å), and one high potential barrier at the
center of the carbon hexagon (R = 0). For the C60F48 +
H+ system, a deep potential well exists inside the car-
bon polyhedron (R = 5 Å), corresponding to the hydro-
gen covalently bonded to an sp2 carbon atom. This bond
forms when the incident proton passes through the cen-
ter of the carbon hexagon and collides with a nonfluori-

C60
+

nated carbon atom located on the opposite side of the
molecule.

The potential barriers to the penetration of the pro-
ton were calculated as the difference between the ener-
gies of the intermediate state (a guest atom at the center
of the carbon hexagon) and of the initial state (the pro-
ton covalently bonded to a carbon atom on the external
side of the carbon polyhedron [9]) or as the difference
between the energies of the intermediate state and of
the state of a neutral C60 molecule. The choice of the
former initial state of the process of proton penetration
through the carbon polyhedron is related not only to the
desire to compare our data with those from [9] but also
to the obvious fact that this configuration corresponds
to the global energy minimum of the system, to which
the system will tend in the case where the proton kinetic
energy is close to zero. When studying the process of
incorporation of a helium atom, the initial state was a
C60/C60F48 complex and a He atom at infinity.

Using the method of molecular dynamics, we calcu-
lated the kinetic energy of the penetration of a proton as
the minimum kinetic energy required for the proton to
penetrate into the molecule through the center of the
carbon hexagon. In the case of the C60F48 molecule, the
center of the completely fluorinated carbon hexagon
was chosen as a target. The calculated penetration bar-
riers are listed in Tables 2 and 3 (for the ab initio
UHF/6-31G* and UFH PM3 methods, respectively).

The ab initio UHF/6-31G* calculations (Table 2)
show a significantly lower barrier (by up to four times
in the case of C6H6 and C6F12 molecules) for the pene-
tration of a proton through the carbon hexagon of fluor-
inated nanostructures (C6F12 and C60F48) as compared
to the barriers of nonfluorinated C60 and C6H6 mole-
cules. We explain this result in terms of a substantial
decrease in the density of valent π electrons on fluori-
nated nanoobjects, which precludes the formation of
new covalent hydrogen–carbon bonds on the external
side of the carbon polyhedron. Nevertheless, the poten-
tial barrier to the escape of the proton from the C60F48
molecule remains high (~5 eV) because of the forma-
tion of a new carbon–hydrogen covalent bond inside
the carbon nanostructure (Fig. 4).

The potential barrier for a helium atom is 25% lower
for fluorinated nanostructures as compared to nonflu-
orinated nanostructures (Table 2); this fact can be
explained by the 12.5% lengthening of the carbon–car-
bon distance in a C60F48 molecule (1.59 Å) as compared
to that in a C60 molecule (1.40 Å) and by the decrease
in the density of π clouds at the center of the carbon
hexagon.

For C6H6 and C6F12 molecules, we performed the
molecular-dynamics simulation using the ab initio
UHF/6-31G* potential (MD/6-31G*). The proton
kinetic energy at which the proton penetrates through
the C6 fragment turned out to be 2.6 times lower for a
C6F12 molecule (2.6 eV) than that for a benzene mole-
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cule (6.7 eV; Table 2). We did not study the potential
curves for the interaction of a proton with a C6F12 mol-
ecule because of the substantial distortion of the C6
fragment in this case and the impossibility of defining
its center uniquely.

Similar results for the C6H6 + H+ and C6F12 + H+ sys-
tems were also obtained by the semiempirical PM3
method (Table 3). The potential barrier for a C60F48
molecule (1.8 eV) turned out to be 3.6 times lower than
that for a C60 molecule (6.5 eV). This ratio for the pair
C6F12 (4.8 eV) and C6H6 (6.5 eV) is much lower (~1.4),
since the PM3 method predicts that the C–C bond in the
C6F12 molecule is broken by the proton. Simulation of
the C60 + H+/C60F48 + H+ and C6H6 + H+/C6F12 + H+ pro-
cesses using the MD/PM3 method showed that fluori-
nation lowers the penetration barriers by factors of 4.1
and 1.5, respectively. It should be noted that, after the
penetration into the carbon polyhedron of the C60F48

molecule, the proton forms a new C–H bond with an sp2

carbon atom inside the carbon skeleton. Subsequent
collisions with protons form either new carbon–hydro-
gen bonds inside the C60F48 molecule or H2 molecules
via the breaking of the earlier formed carbon–hydrogen
bonds.

We also studied other channels of inelastic scatter-
ing of protons by a C60F48 molecule using the MD/PM3
method. For a target, we chose (i) a carbon atom not
bonded to a fluorine atom, (ii) the center of the double
carbon–carbon bond, (iii) the center of the carbon pen-
tagon, (iv) a fluorine atom, (v) the center of the carbon–
fluorine bond, and (vi) a series of points on an imagi-
nary surface of carbon pentagons and hexagons lying
far from their centers.

Molecular-dynamics simulation showed that there
are several channels of inelastic scattering of protons
with a kinetic energy of about 2 eV.

(1) Breaking of a C–F bond with the formation of an
HF molecule (collisions with a carbon atom, with the
centers of the carbon–carbon and carbon–fluorine
bonds).

(2) Penetration into a C60F48 molecule (through a
series of points on the imaginary surface of carbon pen-
tagons and hexagons).

(3) Reflection of the proton with partial absorption
of its kinetic energy via the excitation of molecular
vibrations of the C60F48 molecule (in particular, due to
collisions with fluorine atoms).

The results of the MD/PM3 calculations showed
that, on the imaginary surface of carbon hexagons in
C60F48, there are regions with a reduced electronic den-
sity that are open for proton penetration. For example,
for a kinetic energy of 2 eV, the diameter of such a
region is ~1.5 Å. Therefore, approximately 25% of the
imaginary surface of the carbon polyhedron of fluori-
nated nanoobjects is open for proton penetration
through the walls.

4. CONCLUSIONS

In this study, we have shown that, starting from a
distance of ~6 Å, the electronic charge transfer deter-
mines the character of interaction of low-energy pro-
tons with aromatic molecules and transforms a proton
into a hydrogen atom and a neutral target molecule into
a cation radical. In turn, this circumstance facilitates the
formation of a new covalent carbon–hydrogen bond
outside the carbon nanoparticle and determines the
nature of the potential barrier to the penetration of a
proton through carbon pentagons and hexagons.

The presence of substitutional fluorine atoms sup-
presses the electronic charge transfer from C6F12 and
C60F48 due to the Coulomb perturbation of the elec-
tronic structure of an interacting system. In this case,
the neutral C6F12/C60F48 molecule + proton state
becomes the ground state and, therefore, the low-
energy proton interacts with fluorinated carbon nano-
particles as a point charge does with a neutral molecule.
At short (chemically significant) distances of ~2 Å, the
absence of the π-electron density on the external side of
the carbon polyhedron precludes the formation of a
new C–H bond. In turn, this lowers the barriers to the
penetration of low-energy protons through the carbon
core by a factor of 2–4.

Table 2.  Potential barriers and the kinetic energy required
for a proton to penetrate through the center of a carbon hexa-
gon (results of ab initio UHF/6-31G* calculations)

Object Potential barrier, eV Kinetic energy, eV

C6H6 + H+ 5.6 6.7

C6F12 + H+ 1.4 2.6

C60 + H+ 6.2 (6.3) –

C60F48 + H+ 3.1 –

C60 + He 14.0 –

C60F48 + He 10.5 –

Note: The potential barrier calculated as the difference between
the energies of the intermediate state (with a proton at the
center of the hexagon) and of the free C60 molecule is indi-
cated in parentheses. The calculations were performed with
regard for the superposition error.

Table 3.  Potential barriers and the kinetic energy required
for a proton to penetrate through carbon hexagons (the
results of the UHF PM3 calculations)

Object Potential barrier, eV Kinetic energy, eV

C6H6 + H+ 6.5 5.6

C6F12 + H+ 4.8 3.7

C60 + H+ 6.5 (12.0*) 5.7

C60F48 + H+ 1.8 1.4

* The meaning of the parenthetical value is explained in the note
to Table 2.
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Molecular-dynamics calculations using the nonem-
pirical 6-31G* and semiempirical potentials have
shown that, for a proton kinetic energy of 2 eV, a quar-
ter of the imaginary surface of the carbon core of the
fluorine-substituted carbon molecules is open for the
penetration of low-energy protons. However, the bar-
rier to the escape of a proton from such molecules
remains high because of the formation of new covalent
carbon–hydrogen bonds inside the systems under
study. Other scattering channels result either in the car-
bon–fluorine bond breaking (with the formation of HF
molecules) or in the reflection of a proton from the mol-
ecules with a loss of part of the kinetic energy due to the
excitation of molecular vibrations in the fluorine–car-
bon nanoparticle.
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