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Nd0.5Gd0.5Fe3(BO3)4 single crystal were studied as a function of temperature in the range of 2–40 K
and as a function of magnetic field in the range of 0–65 kOe at 2 K. It was found out that the selection
rules for f–f electron transitions substantially changed in the magnetically ordered state of the crystal,
and they strongly depended on the orientation of the Fe and Nd ions magnetic moments relative to
the light polarization. The splitting of the ground and excited states of the Nd3+ ion in the exchange field
of the Fe sublattice were determined. It was revealed that the value of the exchange splitting
(the exchange interaction) in the excited states did not correlate with the theoretical Landé factors.
The Landé factors of the excited states were experimentally found. In general, the local magnetic proper-
ties in the vicinity of the excited ion depend substantially on its electron state. In particular: (1) in one of
the excited states a weak ferromagnetic moment appears, (2) the changes of type of the local magnetic
anisotropy take place in some excited states, and (3) in some excited states the energetically favorable
orientation of the Nd3+ ion magnetic moment is opposite to that in the ground state. In some excited
states the nonequivalent Nd3+ centers were found out.

� 2015 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

All properties of crystals are totally defined by the electronic
structure of ions in the chemical formula of the crystal. The
electronically excited ion is similar to the admixture, and,
consequently, it changes the local properties of the crystal. A num-
ber of phenomena connected with the optical excitation of atoms
were observed, e.g., in some rare earth (RE) containing crystals of
huntite structure [1–4].

The present work is mainly devoted to study of two phenom-
ena: (1) the influence of the magnetic ordering and magnetic field
on the f–f electron transitions properties (selection rules, in
particular), (2) transformation of the local magnetic and symmetry
properties in the excited 4f states. Actual problem of the quantum
information processing (see e.g., Refs. [5–8]) made the investiga-
tions of the local properties of crystals in the optically excited
states to be very important. RE containing crystals are widely used
in these efforts. So, a change of the local properties near the
optically excited atom was used for reading out the information
in the quantum memory [6].

Ferroborates of the RFe3(BO3)4 type, where R is the RE element,
are of the growing interest due to the discovery of the multiferroic
properties (i.e. correlation between magnetic, electric and elastic
ordering) in many of them [9–13]. The multiferroic effects open
the possibility of these materials usage in the new multifunctional
devices with the mutual control of magnetic, electric and elastic
characteristics. From the viewpoint of the fundamental mag-
netism, RE ferroborates are of interest due to a wide variety of
magnetic properties and phase transitions, which result from the
presence of two interacting magnetic subsystems: iron and RE
ones [14].

The RE ferroborates have the trigonal huntite-like structure
with the space group R32 (D7

3) at high temperatures [15–17]. The
unit cell contains three formula units. The RE ions are located at
the centers of the trigonal prisms RO6 (the D3 symmetry positions).
The Fe3+ ions are in the C3 positions inside the octahedrons of oxy-
gen ions. These octahedrons form helicoidal chains along the C3
axis. With the lowering temperature, some ferroborates undergo
a structural phase transition to the P3121 (D4

3) symmetry phase
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Fig. 1. Polarized absorption spectra of the 4I9/2 ?
4F3/2 transition (R-band) and of

the 4I9/2 ?
2H9/2 + 4F5/2 transitions (S-band) at T = 6 K.
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[17]. It results in the reducing of the RE ion position symmetry to
the C2 one and in appearance of two nonequivalent positions of
Fe3+ ions (C2 and C1).

All RE ferroborates possess antiferromagnetic (AFM) ordering
with the Neel temperature in the range of 30–40 K. The AFM order-
ing is conditioned by the exchange interaction within the iron sub-
system [14]. The magnetic ordering of the RE subsystem is induced
by the f–d exchange interaction with the Fe subsystem. The RE
ions, in turn, due to their magnetic anisotropy, usually determine
the direction of the Fe3+ magnetic moments in the magnetically
ordered state. The RE ferroborates can be easy-axis or easy-plane
antiferromagnets. In some of them the reorientation phase transi-
tions occur with the temperature change [18,19].

The Nd0.5Gd0.5Fe3(BO3)4 crystal, similar to the pure Nd and Gd
ferroborates, is multiferroic [20]. Magnetic properties of the crystal
Nd0.5Gd0.5Fe3(BO3)4 were investigated in Ref. [21]. Below the
TN = 32 K the crystal has an easy-plane AFM structure and the
spin-reorientation does not occur down to 2 K. At room tempera-
ture, the crystal has R32 symmetry and the lattice constants:
a = 9.557(7) Å and c = 7.62(1) Å [21]. Any structural phase transi-
tions were not found down to 2 K [21]. The distribution of Nd
and Gd ions is random that can broaden absorption lines a little.
However, this does not affect the subsequent analysis. In the exter-
nal magnetic field applied in the basal plane of the crystal a
hysteresis in magnetization was found at 1–3.5 kOe. The hysteresis
was observed at temperatures T < 11 K. Additionally the tempera-
ture dependence of the magnetic susceptibility had a singularity
at T = 11 K (when H < 1 kOe). These features were ascribed to the
appearance of the static magnetic domains at T < 11 K.
Spectroscopic studies in the external magnetic field H\ C3 at 2 K
[22] also revealed some features indicating the presence of the
domains. The Judd–Ofelt spectroscopic parameters of the
Nd0.5Gd0.5Fe3(BO3)4 single crystal were determined in [23]. Some
optical and magneto-optical properties of the crystal were earlier
studied in Refs. [22,24].

2. Experimental details

Nd0.5Gd0.5Fe3(BO3)4 single crystals were grown from the melt
solution on the base of K2Mo3O10 according to Ref. [3]. The absorp-
tion spectra were measured with the light propagating normally to

the C3 axis of the crystal for the light electric vector E
!
parallel (the

p spectrum) and perpendicular (the r spectrum) to the C3 axis and
the light propagating along the C3 axis (the a spectrum). The spec-
tral resolution was approximately equal to 1.5 cm�1. The absorp-
tion spectra measured in the r and a polarizations coincide with
each other within the limit of the experimental error. This implies
that the absorption mainly occurs through the electric dipole
mechanism.

Magnetic field was created by a superconducting solenoid with
the Helmholtz type coils. The superconducting solenoid with the
sample was placed in the liquid helium and all measurements in
the magnetic field were fulfilled at T = 2 K. For the temperature
measurements of absorption spectra a liquid-helium cooled cryo-
stat was used. It had an internal volume filled by the gaseous
helium where the sample was placed.

3. Results and discussion

Absorption spectra of the f–f transitions were studied in the
temperature range of 2–40 K and in the magnetic field 0–65 kOe
at the temperature 2 K. Absorption spectra of the studied f–f
transitions are given in Fig. 1.

The irreducible representations of states (Table 1) were found
from polarizations of the transitions and from the selection rules
of Table 2. In crystals there is one more characteristic of states:
the crystal quantum number l. Additionally, in crystals with the
axial symmetry, the wave functions of states can be described by
J;�MJ

�� �
states of the free atom in a first approximation. In a trigo-

nal crystal, for the states with the half integer total moment there
are three possible values of the crystal quantum number [25]: l =
+1/2, �1/2, 3/2 (±3/2), and between values of l and MJ there is the
correspondence:

MJ ¼ �1=2; �3=2; �5=2; �7=2; �9=2; �11=2; �13=2
l ¼ �1=2; ð�3=2Þ; �1=2; �1=2; ð�3=2Þ; �1=2; �1=2 ð1Þ

The states with l = ±1/2 correspond to the E1/2 states and the states
with l = (±3/2) correspond to the E3/2 states in the D3 group nota-
tions. The values of MJ of the studied states (Table 1) were deter-
mined in Ref. [26]. In the J;�MJ

�� �
function approximation, the

effective Landé factor of the Kramers doublet along the C3 axis is
[27]:

gCM ¼ 2gMJ : ð2Þ

Here g is the Landé factor of the free atom. Values of gCM of the stud-
ied states are presented in Table 1. In the same Table the theoretical
values of gC in the NdFe3(BO3)4 crystal are given [28]. States with
the same l and different MJ (see Eq. (1)) can mix in crystal, and
the resulting gC can be both smaller and larger than gCM.

In the exchange field of the magnetically ordered iron sublat-
tice, both the ground and the excited states of the Nd3+ ion can
be split. So, four transitions are possible between components of
these splitting. The main possible diagrams of the splitting and
transitions are presented in Fig. 2. In Fig. 2A the splitting between
a and b lines is equal to the difference between the exchange split-
ting of the ground and excited states DE1 and DE2, respectively:
DE12 = (Ea � Eb), while in Fig. 2B it is equal to their sum. In both
cases, a and b transitions are supposed to occur without overturn
of the magnetic moment. However, then the energetically favor-
able moment orientation in the excited state of the Fig. 2B diagram
will be opposite to that in the ground state. The c and d transitions
in both diagrams occur with the overturn of the magnetic moment,
but this does not mean that they are always forbidden (see below).
When DE2 = 0, the diagrams of Fig. 2A and B are equivalent and
transitions c and d coincide with the transitions a and b, respec-
tively, and they have no sense separately (Table 3).



Table 1
Parameters of transitions and states. Energies of transitions (E), polarizations and symmetries are given at 40 K. (Details are in the text).

State Level E (cm�1) Polar. Sym. l [26] MJ [26] gCM [26] gC theor. [28] gC exper. g\ theor. [28] g\ exper.

4F3/2 R1 11,369 p, r E1/2 ±1/2 ±1/2 0.4 0.251 – 0.926 –
R2 11,436 r E3/2 3/2 ±3/2 1.2 1.562 – 0 –

4F5/2 S1 12,382 p, r E1/2 ±1/2 ±1/2 1.03 0.598 – 3.158 –
S2 12,450 p, r E1/2 �1/2 ±5/2 5.14 4.713 �3.7 0.096 �0
S3 12,467 r E3/2 3/2 ±3/2 3.09 2.576 – 0 –

2H9/2 S4 12,495 p, r E1/2 ±1/2 ±7/2 6.36 4.633 3.68 1.989 1.64
S5 12,553 p, r E1/2 ±1/2 ±1/2 0.909 0.982 0 3.995 4.0
S6 12,578 r E3/2 3/2 ±3/2 2.73 2.169 0 0 0
S7 12,620 p, r E1/2 �1/2 ±5/2 4.55 2.765 0 2.877 3.47
S8 12,702 r E3/2 3/2 ±9/2 8.18 7.788 8.0 0 0

Table 2
Selection rules for electric dipole transitions in the D3 symmetry.

E1/2 E3/2

E1/2 p, r(a) r(a)
E3/2 r(a) p

Fig. 2. (A and B) Diagrams of transitions in the magnetically ordered state in the
zero magnetic field.
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3.1. Temperature behavior of transitions into the E3/2 states

The characteristic feature of the E3/2 states is that g\ = 0 in these
states (see Table 3). As far as magnetic moments of the iron ions
are in the plane perpendicular to the C3 axis, the Nd3+ states with
g\ = 0 should not split in the exchange field. Only two of the
absorption lines, corresponding to the transitions into the E3/2
states, revealed a temperature dependent splitting below the TN
(Fig. 3). So, this splitting should be equal to the splitting of the
Nd3+ ground state DE1. We supposed the exchange splitting of
the ground state at 6 K to be average of values 10 and 8.8 cm�1

(see Fig. 3), i.e., 9.4 cm�1, that corresponds to Hex = 84.4 kOe, taking
into account the theoretical value g\ = 2.385 in the ground state of
NdFe3(BO3)4 [28]. The exchange splitting of the Nd3+ ion ground
state found in NdFe3(BO3)4 was 8.8 cm�1 [28].

The different values of the exchange splitting found from the
different transitions mean that the electron transition has an influ-
ence on the local properties of the crystal not only in the excited
but also in the ground state. Indeed, electron transitions occur
due to the mixing of the initial and final states by the time depen-
dent perturbation caused by the electromagnetic wave. Similar
phenomenon was earlier noted also in Ref. [27]. The singularities
in the temperature dependences of Fig. 3 in the region of
14–16 K indicate that there are some local distortions in the
corresponding excited states. Not all transitions demonstrate
the temperature dependent splitting DE12 connected with the
exchange splitting of the ground state (Table 3). This means that
the transition ‘‘b” from the upper sublevel of the ground state
exchange splitting is forbidden.
3.2. 4I9/2 ?
4F3/2 transition (R band)

The geometry of measurements in the magnetic field is pre-
sented in Fig. 4. The behavior of the R1a line energy and intensity
in the magnetic field H\ C3 is shown in Fig. 5. There was an unex-
pected observation that the energy of transition depended on the
polarization. In particular, this occurs in the region of 0–4 kOe in
the many domain state of the crystal, and at H\ > 4 kOe (one
domain state). This looks like the splitting of the states in the crys-
tal field that is not possible for the Kramers doublets. Such phe-
nomena can be accounted for by the absorption of the Nd3+ ion
in two nonequivalent positions. In the former case these can be
domains and domain walls and in the latter case: equivalent
inverse twins, on the one hand, and the boundaries between the
twins, on the other hand. The magnetic field increases and reveals
this nonequivalence. The same phenomena were earlier observed
at the transition 4I9/2 ?

4G5/2 + 2G7/2 in the same crystal [22]. The
resembling phenomenon was observed in ErAl3(BO3)4 and
ErFe3(BO3)4 crystals [29]. In the ErAl3(BO3)4 the local symmetry
of Er3+ (4I15/2) ion is D3, the same as in the studied crystal. A small
splitting (0.11 cm�1) of one of the absorption lines was observed
without the external magnetic field. In the ErFe3(BO3)4 (with the
lower symmetry) the same splitting was much larger (11.3 cm�1).

In the R1 state g\ – 0 (Table 3) and the exchange splitting is
possible. However, no splitting of the R1 line was observed both



Table 3
Polarizations of transitions in the paramagnetic state (T > TN) and of transitions (a, b, c, d) between components of the ground and excite states exchange splitting at H = 0,
diagrams describing these transitions, the theoretical Landé factor of the Nd3+ ion in the basal plane in the NdFe3(BO3)4 crystal (g\), exchange splitting of the excited states (DE2),
temperature dependent exchange splitting of absorption lines at 6 K (DE12 = Ea � Eb = DE1 ± DE2), the energetically favorable moment orientations in the excited states relative to
that in the ground state in the zero magnetic field (M2).

Transitions T > TN a b c d Diagram g\ theor. [28] DE2 DE12 M2

R1 (?E1/2) p, r p, r 0 – – 2A, 2B 0.926 – –
R2 (?E3/2) r r r – – 2A, 2B 0 0 10.0
S2 (?E1/2) p, r p, r p, ? p, ? 0 2A 0.096 2.7 9.6 (+)
S4 (?E1/2) p, r p, r p, r – – 2A, 2B 1.989 0 8.0, 9.0
S5 (?E1/2) p, r p, r 0 – – 2A, 2B 3.995 0 –
S6 (?E3/2) r r 0 – – 2A, 2B 0 0 –
S7 (?E1/2) p, r p, r 0 – – 2A, 2B 2.877 0 –
S8 (?E3/2) r r r – – 2A, 2B 0 0 8.8
D1 (?E1/2) p, r p, r 0 M||r NCD 2A 0.043 7 – (�)
D2 (?E1/2) p, r p p r 0 2B 1.385 2 14 (+)
D3 (?E3/2) r r 0 – – 2A, 2B 0 0 –
D4 (?E1/2) p, r p, r 0 r 0 2A 2.617 12 – (+?)
D5 (?E1/2) p, r p, r p M||p 0 2B 0.755 7.5 �17 (+?)
D6 (?E1/2) p, r p 0 r 0 2B 1.538 0.4 – (�)
D7 (?E3/2) r r 0 – – 2A, 2B 0 0 –

Fig. 3. Temperature dependences of the exchange splitting of transitions into the
states of the E3/2 symmetry. Inset: transformation of the S8r spectrum with the
temperature.

Fig. 4. Geometry of measurements. M1, M2 and M3 are three types of domains in
the basal plane.

Fig. 5. Energies of the R1a line in two polarizations as a function of the magnetic
field H\ C3. Inset: intensities of the same lines.
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at 2 K (in one domain state at H\ = 4 kOe) and at temperatures
between 2 K and the Neel temperature. For the Fig. 2A diagram,
the lack of the R1 line splitting at H\ = 4 kOe (T = 2 K) and as a
function of temperature is possible in several cases. (1) The
exchange splitting of the excited and ground states are equal and
R1c and R1d transitions are forbidden. (2) The exchange splitting
of the excited state is equal to zero and the equivalent R1b and
R1d transitions are forbidden. (3) Only the R1a transition is
allowed. The latter variant is preferable. For the Fig. 2B diagram
only the third variant is possible.

H = 4 kOe is also the field of the spin-flop [21], i.e., magnetic
moments of all ions become perpendicular to the magnetic field.
Then Fig. 5 inset testifies that the r absorption for the R1a transi-
tion is more probable, when magnetic moments of the Nd3+ ions in
the ground state are perpendicular to the r-polarization (Fig. 4).
The p-polarization is always perpendicular to the magnetic
moments.

The splitting of the R2 line both in H\ C3 and H||C3 was not
observed. For H\ C3 it is natural since g\ = 0 in the excited state
(Table 3). In this case the diagrams of Fig. 2A and B are equivalent
(Table 3). The temperature dependent splitting of the R2 line was
presented above (Fig. 3).

3.3. 4I9/2 ?
2H9/2 +

4F5/2 transitions (S band)

3.3.1. S2 line
This line can be studied only in the p-polarization because of

the high intensity of the S2r line (see Fig. 1). Since the experiments
in magnetic field were fulfilled at T = 2 K, only transitions from the
lowest level of the ground state, S2a and S2c in the diagram of



Fig. 6. Energies of the S2ap and S2cp transitions as a function of the magnetic field
H\C3 and H||C3. Inset: Splitting of the S2 line DE12 = Ea � Eb in the magnetic field H||
C3.

Fig. 7A. Absorption spectra of the S4r transition in the magnetic fields H\ C3 and
H||C3.

Fig. 7B. Energies of the S4ap, S4ar and S4cr transitions as a function of the
magnetic field H\ C3. Inset: field dependences of intensities of the S4r transitions.
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Fig. 2A, were observed. The splitting between them gives the
exchange splitting of the excited state DE2 = 2.7 cm�1 (Fig. 6,
Table 3). In the field H\ C3 the energies of the S2ap and S2cp tran-
sitions change slightly and identically, but in the field H||C3 the
splitting increases (Fig. 6). This behavior is apparently due to the
strong magnetic anisotropy in the S2 state. In particular, as
opposed to the ground state, the C3 direction is the easy axis for
the Nd3+ ion magnetic moment in the S2 state. Indeed, gC � g\ in
this state (Table 1). If the magnetic field is applied along the easy
direction, then the magnetic moments of the antiferromagnet ori-
entate perpendicular to the magnetic field. In this case the splitting
of the S2 doublet in the magnetic field (Fig. 6, inset) should be
described by the formula:

DE ¼ lBgMðH2
Fe þ H2Þ1=2 ð3Þ

under the assumption that orientation of the Fe magnetic moments
remains purely antiferromagnetic. HFe in (3) is the exchange field
Fe–Nd and gM is the Landé factor of the Nd3+ ion in the direction
of its magnetic moment in the excited state. At the large magnetic
field H the formula (3) transforms into the straight line going
through the origin of coordinates. However in reality it is not so
(see Fig. 6, inset). The dependence of the Fig. 6, inset can be
obtained if we substitute H for H + DH, where DH = constant. This
value DH corresponds to some exchange field and to some sponta-
neous magnetic moment along the external magnetic field.

A temperature dependent splitting of the S2p line is also
observed [24]. At T = 6 K it is 9.6 cm�1 (Table 3). This is just
between two values of the ground state exchange splitting men-
tioned above. However, because of the small exchange splitting
of the excited state it is impossible to differentiate S2ap and
S2cp lines and S2bp and S2dp lines (Fig. 2A) during decomposition
of the S2 line spectrum. Additionally, as mentioned above, the
obtained value of the ground state exchange splitting depends on
the transition from which it is found.

3.3.2. S4 line
Fig. 7A demonstrates transformation of the r-polarized S4 line

spectrum in the magnetic fields H\ C3 and H||C3. The behavior of
the S4 lines positions in the field H\ C3 is shown in Fig. 7B. In
the one domain state of the crystal (H\ > 4 kOe) the energies of
the S4ar and S4ap lines are equal (Fig. 7B). Difference of these
energies at H\ < 4 kOe, as mentioned above, can be connected with
the absorption in domains and domain walls. At H\ > 20 kOe the
r-polarized line S4cr appears, but S4cp line does not appear
(Fig. 7B and B, inset). The asymmetric changes of the S4ar and
S4cr transitions energies as a function of the magnetic field H
\ C3 (Fig. 7B) is probably connected with the change of the ground
state energy. Extrapolation of the field dependence of the S4cr line
energy to H = 0 (Fig. 7B) permits us to suppose that the exchange
splitting DE2 of the S4 state is close to zero.

The behavior of the S4 lines positions in the field H||C3 is pre-
sented in Fig. 7C. At this field orientation the S4c line appears in
both polarizations already at �10 kOe. The magnetic field H||C3
does not create the one domain state. Therefore, a small splitting
observed in the weak field is apparently connected only with the
domain structure (Fig. 7C). It is rather surprising that in one
domain state at the low magnetic field there is no exchange split-
ting of the excited state, since according to the theory g\ – 0 in this
state (Table 3). This means that there is no Fe–Nd exchange inter-
action in the considered excited state of the Nd3+ ion. Conse-
quently, the diagrams of Fig. 2A and B are equivalent. The
observed splitting 11.15 cm�1 in the field H|| = 65 kOe is actually
the splitting of the paramagnetic ion. Corresponding gC = 3.68 is
of the same order of magnitude as the theoretical values of gC
and gCM (Table 1). The splitting 4.97 cm�1 in the field
H\ = 65 kOe corresponds to g\ = 1.64 that is close to the theoretical
value in the NdFe3(BO3)4 crystal (Table 1).

The temperature dependent splitting of the S4 line both in the p
and r polarizations is also observed. The splitting values at 6 K are



Fig. 7C. Energies of the S4 transitions as a function of magnetic field H||C3. Fig. 9. Energies of the S7 transitions as a function of the magnetic field H\ C3.
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8.0 and 9.0 cm�1, respectively (Table 3). They are a little different,
since the experiment is made in the zero magnetic field, i.e., in the
many domain state (see Fig. 7B). They are also close to the found
above exchange splitting of the ground state, because the exchange
splitting of the S4 excited state in the magnetically homogeneous
state of the crystal is found to be zero.

3.3.3. S5 and S6 lines
Positions of S5 lines as a function of the magnetic field are pre-

sented in Fig. 8. The S5 line is not split at H = 0, i.e., there is no
exchange splitting in spite of g\ – 0 in the S5 state (Table 3), and
the Nd3+ ion is actually in the paramagnetic state. The observed
splitting in the external magnetic field H\ C3 (Fig. 8) corresponds
to g\ = 4.0. This value is very close to the theoretical g\ in
NdFe3(BO3)4 crystal (Table 3). The zero splitting of the S5 line in
the magnetic field H||C3 (Fig. 8) indicates that there is a strong local
one-ion magnetic anisotropy of the easy plane type in the S5 state.

The S6 line does not reveal a splitting both in H\ C3 and in H||
C3. It is quite natural that the S6 line is not split in the exchange
field and in the external field H\ C3 since theoretically g\ = 0 in
the S6 state (Table 3). However, in H||C3 the S6 line could split in
the external field. The absence of the splitting can be caused by
the forbiddenness of the transition into the second component of
the excited state exchange splitting. The temperature dependent
splitting of the S5 and S6 lines is not observed, i.e., transitions from
Fig. 8. Energies of the S5 transitions as a function of the magnetic field H\ C3 and
H||C3.
the upper sublevel of the ground state exchange splitting are for-
bidden (Table 3).

3.3.4. S7 line
In the one domain state (H = 4 kOe) the S7 line is not split by the

exchange field (Fig. 9, Table 3). Consequently, Nd3+ ion in the S7
excited state is in the paramagnetic state, in spite of the non zero
theoretical g\ in the D3 symmetry (Table 3). The splitting in the
magnetic field H\ C3 is observed only in the p-polarization and
between p and r-polarizations (Fig. 9), i.e., S7cr transition is for-
bidden in the magnetic field H\ C3 (M\ r). The splitting in the
field H\ = 65 kOe corresponds to g\ = 3.47 that is close to the the-
oretical value in NdFe3(BO3)4 (Table 1). The non linear splitting as a
function of H\ (Fig. 9) is, probably, due to the anisotropy in the
basal plane.

In the magnetic field H||C3 the splitting of the S7 line is not
observed in spite of the theoretical gC – 0 in the S7 state (Table 1)
that indicates to the strong easy plane anisotropy. The temperature
dependent splitting of the S7 line is also not observed and, conse-
quently, the S7b line is forbidden (Table 3).

3.3.5. S8 line
This line exists only in the r-polarization (Fig. 1). Its energy

behavior in the fields H\ C3 and H||C3 is presented in Fig. 10.
The exchange splitting (H = 0) is not observed in accordance with
the theoretical g\ = 0 in the S8 state (Table 3), and, consequently,
the Nd3+ ion is in the paramagnetic state. The splitting 24.3 cm�1

in the field H|| = 65 kOe (Fig. 10) corresponds to gC = 8.0 that is close
to the theoretical values of gC and gCM (Table 1). The behavior of the
S8 line in the fields H\ C3 and H||C3 (Fig. 10) is opposite to that of
the S5 line (Fig. 8). In particular, these dependences testify that the
magnetic anisotropy of the Nd3+ ion in the S8 state is of the easy
axis type while in the S5 state it is of the easy plane type. Aniso-
tropy in the S8 state agrees with the theoretical values of the Landé
factor, while in the S5 state it deviates from the theory. The tem-
perature dependent splitting of the S8r line was shown in Fig. 3.

In conclusion it is necessary to generalize some observed regu-
larities. To give a complete picture we added in Table 3 the results
obtained earlier [22] for the transition 4I9/2 ?

4G5/2 + 2G7/2

(D-band) and added Fig. 11, related to the same transition.
Fig. 5, inset and Fig. 11 demonstrate substantial dependence of

the transitions intensities on the orientation of the Fe and Nd mag-
netic moments. Especially this refers to the D1cr line (Fig. 11)
whose intensity goes to zero at the spin flop field, when mag-
netic moments of Fe and Nd ions in the ground state become



Fig. 10. Energies of the S8 transitions as a function of the magnetic field H\ C3 and
H||C3.
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perpendicular to the r-polarization. The intensities of the R1ar
(Fig. 5, inset), D2cr and D4ar (Fig. 11) lines, on the contrary,
increase at the same conditions. However, excited states of all dis-
cussed transitions have identical symmetry E1/2 in the paramag-
netic state of the crystal. Apparently, the intensities of the
transitions dependmainly on the Ndmagneticmoment orientation,
since they change also in the fields H > 4 kOe, when orientation of
the Fe magnetic moment practically does not change (Fig. 11).

Only polarizations of ‘‘a” and ‘‘b” components of S4 and S8 tran-
sitions coincide with those in paramagnetic state of the crystal, but
the majority of components of all transitions are forbidden at all
(Table 3). However, at the possible decrease of the local symmetry
with the magnetic ordering, all transitions should be allowed at all
polarizations. Above observations show, that, first, the selection
rules by magnetic moment acquire the great importance and, sec-
ondly, the local symmetry is different in different excited states
and is unknown.

For the NdFe3(BO3)4 crystal in Ref. [30] there were suggested
the following Hamiltonians of Nd and Fe ions from the ith sublat-
tice (i = 1, 2) in the presence of magnetic field:

bHi ðNdÞ ¼ bHi
CF � gJlB J

!
i � ðH!þ kfdM

!
iÞ; ð4Þ

bHi ðFeÞ ¼ �gSlB S
!

i � ðH!þ kM
!

j þ kfd~miÞ: ð5Þ
Fig. 11. Intensities of transitions as a function of magnetic field H\ C3.
Here bHi
CF is the crystal field Hamiltonian, whose form is determined

by the symmetry of the local environment of an Nd ion in the

ground state, gJ is the Landé factor and bJ i is the operator of the angu-

lar momentum of the Nd ion, gS = 2 is the Landé factor and S
!

i is the
operator of the spin moment of an iron atom, kfd < 0 and k < 0 are
the molecular constants of the AFM interactions Nd–Fe and Fe–Fe,

respectively, M
!

i and ~mi are the magnetic moments of the Fe and
Nd ions, respectively. Hamiltonians (4) and (5) are written, taking
into account that according to Ref. [18] RE ions in ferroborates do
not interact with iron ions positioned in the same crystal plane,
but reveal the AFM interaction with the iron ions in the adjacent
planes. Interaction inside the RE subsystem is not taken into
account since it is negligibly small. Parameters of the CF in
NdFe3(BO3)4 were determined, basing on its absorption spectra
[28]. These parameters permitted to find the Landé factors of Nd
ion and to describe the magnetic properties of the NdFe3(BO3)4
crystal [28,30]. Crystal structure of the Nd0.5Gd0.5Fe3(BO3)4 is iden-
tical to that of the NdFe3(BO3)4, and the absorption spectra of these
crystals are very close. Therefore we used the Landé factors
obtained in Ref. [28] as a first approximation (Table 1 and 3). In
some cases they were close to the experimentally found ones, but
there were also substantial discrepancies, in particular, in the S5, S6
and S7 states (Tables 1 and 3). Consequently, the local magnetic
anisotropy of the Nd3+ ion in these states substantially differs from
the predicted ones. This indicates to the deviation of the local CF in
the excited states of the Nd ion from that in the ground state.
Possibility of the photoinduced single-ion magnetic anisotropy was
theoretically considered, e. g., in Ref. [31]. The exchange interactions
in (4) and (5) remain to be the parameters found experimentally.

The exchange field of the Fe sublattice is directed perpendicular
to the C3 axis. Therefore, the exchange splitting of the excited Nd3+

states with g\ = 0 should be zero. It is really so (see Table 3). How-
ever, in some excited states the Nd3+ ions revealed the zero
exchange splitting, i. e., the zero exchange interaction with the
Fe sublattice, in spite of the not zero Landé factor g\ (Table 3).
Thus, the value of the exchange splitting (the exchange interaction)
does not correlate with the theoretical Landé factor g\ of the Nd3+

ion (Table 3). It is necessary to note that the Hamiltonian (4) does
not take into account the anisotropic and antisymmetric exchange,
which can be one of the reasons of the peculiar magnetic proper-
ties of the Nd ion in the excited states. In particular, the antisym-
metric exchange provides the mutually perpendicular orientation
of the magnetic moments of the Fe and Nd ions.

In general, the local magnetic properties in the vicinity of the
excited ion substantially depend on its electron state. From the
above consideration it is clear that this is connected with the
change of the local interaction of the excited ion with the environ-
ment. Thus, the knowledge of the crystal field in the ground state
cannot provide the theoretical prediction of the local magnetic
and other properties in the excited states.
4. Summary

Polarized absorption spectra of f–f transitions 4I9/2 ?
4F3/2 and

(2H9/2 + 4F5/2) in the Nd3+ ion in the Nd0.5Gd0.5Fe3(BO3)4 single crys-
tal were studied as a function of temperature in the range of
2–40 K and as a function of magnetic field in the range of
0–65 kOe at 2 K. In the magnetically ordered state of the crystal,
the splitting of the ground and excited states of the Nd3+ ion in
the exchange field of the Fe sublattice were determined. It was
found out that the value of the Nd3+ ion states exchange splitting
(the exchange interaction) did not correlate with the theoretical
Landé factor g\ of the states (Table 3). The Landé factors of the
excited states were experimentally found. In some states they
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substantially differ from the theoretically predicted ones. This
testifies to the deviation of the local CF in the excited states of
the Nd ion from that in the ground state. In general, the local
magnetic properties in the vicinity of the excited ion substantially
depend on its electron state. In particular: (1) in one of the excited
states a weak ferromagnetic moment appears in magnetic field, (2)
the changes of type of the local magnetic anisotropy take place,
and (3) in some excited states (see Table 3) the energetically
favorable orientation of the Nd3+ ion magnetic moment is opposite
to that in the ground state.

Energies of some transitions depend on their polarization. Such
phenomenon can be accounted for by the absorption of the Nd3+

ions in two nonequivalent positions. In the many domain state
(H\ < 4 kOe) they can be domains and domain walls. In the one
domain state (H\ > 4 kOe) they can be equivalent inverse twins,
on the one hand, and the boundaries between the twins, on the
other hand. The magnetic field increases and reveals this
nonequivalence. This phenomenon is observed only in some
excited states. Consequently, it is connected with the electron state
dependent local distortions.

It was found out that the selection rules for the electron transi-
tions substantially changed in the magnetically ordered state of the
crystal. They are different for the different transitions with the
same symmetry in the paramagnetic state of the crystal (Table 3),
and they strongly depend on the orientation of the Nd and Fe ions
magnetic moments relative to the light polarization. Some transi-
tions appear only in the magnetic field. It is also worth noting that
the majority of the studied excited states has identical symmetry
E1/2 in the paramagnetic state of the crystal, but they have a great
variety of the local magnetic properties. There can be two sources
of these features. First, these states refer to different multiplets and
(or) have different MJ in the J;�MJ

�� �
representation (Table 1).

Second, in spite of the axial crystal symmetry, the magnetic
moments in the ground state are in the plane perpendicular to
the C3 axis. Therefore, they create one more quantization axis
besides the C3 one, and, consequently, they create the peculiar
selection rules for the electron transitions, which depend also on
the excited states because the electronically excited atom modifies
the local symmetry and magnetic properties of the crystal.
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